Racial differences in coagulation studies in stroke.
Racial differences in stroke are known to exist with persons in the black race having a higher morbidity, mortality and incidence of stroke compared to whites. We evaluated coagulation factors in black and white stroke patients and compared the results between races. D-dimer was elevated more frequently in blacks than whites to a statistically significant degree. There were non-significant trends for blacks to have a positive lupus anticoagulant, low protein C and protein S, higher platelet factor 4, and hyporesponsive platelets to 10 microM epinephrine. The significance of these findings in understanding racial differences in stroke is discussed.